EDUCATION  FOR   A  WORLD   ADRIFT

Political Science and that these studies should still be
comparatively unorganised. When we come to provide the
political, social and industrial machinery necessary, if the
society of to-morrow is to express itself and function
efficiently,, we are likely to regret not having made
systematic provision for its study: we shall be in the
position of an army that takes the field without a General
Staff. Expert knowledge is the obvious need of our in-
finitely complicated hive. So much is generally agreed;
and there most people would stop. Enough science, enough
economics, enough sociology, and the hive will settle down
to an era of abundant and increasing honey. It might, if
we were bees and not creatures of far more irrational and
stormy passions, uncontrolled by mere knowledge, un-
satisfied by honeycombs however full.

Our task has another side which is even more important.
There is no better summary of the problem of society than
nine Greek words, which in English can be translated:
cThe State comes into existence for the sake of life, it
exists for the sake of the good life.5 This clear and simple
analysis of the problem is characteristically Greek, and we
should do well continually to bear it in mind and not, in
our legitimate efforts to secure what Aristotle calls 'life',
forget that the State c exists for the sake of the good life3.
That elementary fact is easily ignored. 'New orders* are
apt to have an economic bias. But it is possible to achieve
peace, material prosperity, and abolition of unemploy-
ment, and yet have a civilisation of little value: as we are
reminded by Mr T, S. Eliot's epitaph on our comfortable
suburbs:

A Cry from the North, from the West and from the South:
Whence thousands travel daily to the timekept City,
Where My Word is unspoken.
In the land of lobelias and tennis flannels
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